September 27, 2024

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We write representing a wide cross-section of the agricultural supply chain facing
imminent and severe shipping disruptions due to rail embargoes impacting trade with
Mexico, potential labor strikes at East and Gulf Coast ports, and historically low water
levels on the Mississippi River. These disruptions will have a ripple effect across the
entire United States. We urge your administration to take immediate action to mitigate
these growing shipping challenges.

The agriculture industry relies on a three-legged stool to get products to market:
trucking, rail, and water, including barges and ocean-going vessels. A balanced and
efficient operation of all three is essential to moving our products throughout the United
States, North America, and abroad.

Approximately 40 percent of U.S. containerized agricultural exports move through East
and Gulf Coast ports. The negotiations between the International Longshoremen’s
Association and the United States Maritime Alliance are stalled and we request for you
to bring the parties to the table, mediate a negotiation, and be prepared to step in
should a strike or lockout occur to ensure port operations continue. If the parties are
unable to reach a resolution before the current labor agreement expires on September
30, the impact on the supply chain will quickly reverberate throughout the agricultural
economy, shutting down operations and potentially lowering farmgate prices. It is critical
that the administration work with both parties to resume negotiations and avoid work
stoppages at the ports. As ports prepare for a potential work stoppage, an emergency
hours of service waiver from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration for truck
drivers at East and Gulf Coast ports would be helpful.

Compounding the agricultural shipping hurdles are significant rail challenges and
Mexican imposed embargoes on U.S. agricultural shipments to Mexico, which
dramatically slows two U.S. railroads from interchanging U.S. agricultural products with
their Mexican rail partner. Mexico is our industry’s largest export market for many
commodities and in the past year alone, over $30 billion worth of U.S. agricultural
products have been exported to Mexico. However, limited access to this crucial market
persists as North American trade growth has outpaced Mexican rail capacity. The rail
challenges in Mexico are not confined and can extend to other agricultural rail
shipments. Immediate support from the U.S. government is urgently needed to restore
full trade access with Mexico for U.S. agriculture.

Further compounding the shipping crisis are weather-related issues such as low water
levels in the inland waterways forcing barges to carry lighter loads, and expected



hurricanes that can potentially result in port closures in the southeast. To allow for more
efficient navigation when there are low water levels we request the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers use its dredging capabilities to maintain 12-foot-deep channels on the lower
Mississippi River.

A substantial portion of U.S. agriculture is experiencing lower commodities prices and
financial strain, and these transportation issues are exacerbating the situation. We ask
your administration to urgently pursue all avenues to mitigate the supply chain
challenges facing U.S. agriculture. We thank you for your consideration and
responsiveness.

Sincerely,
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CC:

The Honorable Tom Vilsack, Secretary, Department of Agriculture

The Honorable Robert Primus, Chairman, Surface Transportation Board
The Honorable Julie Su, Acting Secretary, Department of Labor

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg, Secretary, Department of Transportation
General William Graham, Jr., U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry

U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works

U.S. House Committee on Agriculture

U.S. House Committee on Education and the Workforce

U.S. House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure



